
The SECURE American Energy Act, H.R. 4239: An Industry Give-Away That Would Bring Unsafe 
Drilling to the Doorstep of Our National Parks and Most Sensitive Public Lands and Waters  
  
House Republicans have unveiled their latest attempt to give public lands away to the oil and gas industry 
– this time in the SECURE American Energy Act.[1]  This bill, which includes the ONSHORE[2] and 
ASTRO[3] acts, would allow industry-friendly states to manage drilling on public lands, including right 
by our national parks, and eliminate the need for drilling permits altogether on millions of acres of 
working ranches and other split-estate lands.  This bill, which checks-off the  leading recommendations 
from industry’s wish-list and furthers the Trump Administration’s  effort to make oil and gas development 
the “dominant” use of  public lands and waters, should concern all Americans, because it makes it easier 
and more appealing to drill next to our national parks and in the backyards of tens of thousands of 
landowners by shifting permitting responsibilities to states or eliminating them entirely. 
  
Main provisions of the ONSHORE Act: 
  
1. Transferring Oil & Gas Permitting Authority to Industry-Friendly States 
·         Allows industry-friendly states to gain “exclusive authority” over oil and gas activity on public lands. 
This action would threaten the balanced and transparent management of our public lands and resources, 
and pit states against each other to compete for new industry development by removing additional 
environmental safeguards.  
·         This is a problem for many reasons, including: 
o    States are not required to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act, Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act and other federal laws that require environmental reviews and a careful balance between 
development and protecting our public lands, wildlife and waters.  
o    While states must possess “sufficient” funding to manage drilling on federal lands, many states will 
struggle to meet the added financial responsibilities, given ongoing  budget shortages and the current $130 
million price-tag on BLM’s oil and gas program.  
  
2. No Permits Needed for Drilling on Split-Estate Lands 
·         Eliminates the requirement for federal drilling permits on  over 57 million acres of split-estate lands, 
which often include ranch-lands. 
·         Under recent revisions to Onshore Order No. 1, BLM is required to notify split-estate owners and 
give them a chance to inspect proposed drilling sites.  This requirement would also be eliminated. 
  
In addition to the above, the ONSHORE Act would also: 
·         Prohibit BLM from regulating hydraulic fracturing on public lands; and 
·         Require a review of the NPR-A Integrated Activity Plan to “determine which lands . . . should be 
made available for oil and gas leasing. . . .” 
  
  
  
Main provisions of the ASTRO Act: 
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1. Expedites scientifically documented dangerous seismic airgun surveys to search for    subsea 
oil and gas deposits. 
·         Weaken permitting standards at the expense of dolphins, whales, and manatees by gutting core 
provisions of the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) in pursuit of expanded dirty and dangerous 
offshore drilling. 
·         Overrides the Endangered Species Act to fast-track seismic airgun surveys and other industrial 
activities in the ocean that can harm and harass treasured marine life. 

o   Puts fisheries at greater risk of harm from seismic airgun surveys including killing zooplankton and 
scallops, decreased longline cod and haddock catch by 70-80%, reduced reef fish abundance by 75%, and 
increased immune system harm to oysters and spiny lobsters. 
  
2.          Terminates longstanding presidential authorities to remove parts of the ocean from oil and 
gas development, and authority to declare marine national monuments. 
·         Eliminate the long-standing presidential authority under OCSLA section 12(a) to withdraw from oil 
and gas leasing areas of the OCS, except for those areas within national marine sanctuaries, and revoke 
existing withdrawals that are not in existing sanctuaries or monuments. 
·         Eliminate the long-standing presidential authority used by Presidents George W. Bush and Barack 
Obama under the Antiquities Act to establish marine national monuments. 
  
3.          Nullify common-sense Arctic exploratory drilling safety protections. 
·         Revokes drilling safety regulations that were agreed upon by industry and the Department of the 
Interior post BP Deepwater Horizon. 
  
In addition to the above, the ASTRO Act would also: 
·         Require inclusion of unexecuted lease sales from the previous five-year leasing program in a revised 
leasing program and allow critical NEPA review to be potentially bypassed. 
·         Divert funds from the Federal Treasury to a handful of states to create perverse incentives to drill in 
sensitive areas, including in the Atlantic and Arctic Oceans and Gulf of Mexico. 
 

 
[1] Strengthening the Economy with Critical Untapped Resources to Expand American Energy Act 
[2] Opportunities for the Nation and States to Harness Onshore Resources for Energy Act 
[3] Accessing Strategic Resources Offshore Act 
 


